Plan for Re-opening of Gaelscoil an Chuilinn August 2020
Introduction
This document is the plan to safely re-open Gaelscoil an Chuilinn for all students in August 2020. It
covers the logistics and practical steps of managing the pupils throughout the school day, our
response plans and contingencies should we encounter a case of Covid-19 in the school, as well as
changes required to teaching practices for pupils, parents and teachers.
This is a long document, with a lot of detail: please take the time to read through it and share the
relevant parts with your child(ren) as there will be significant differences in how they conduct
themselves this year in school.

Underlying Principles
•

•

•

•
•

•

The school has a responsibility to make effort to ensure the safety, health and well-being of all
members of our school community – children, parents and staff. This plan has been formulated
to better ensure that the school can exercise that duty of care.
Assuming it is in keeping with public health advice and guidelines issued by the Department of
Education and Skills, it is preferable for all children to return to school for all five days of the
school-week and for a full school day. This plan has been formulated to achieve that aim.
It is not possible to fully eliminate the risk of infection. However, with the co-operation of all
members of our school community, it is possible to minimise the risk of the virus being
introduced to school and the consequent risk of its spread.
As well as co-operation, the flexibility and goodwill of all parents will be required to ensure this
plan can be fully implemented.
It is a requirement for anyone coming into Ireland, from locations other than those with a rating
of ‘normal precautions’ (“green”), to restrict their movements for 14 days, and this includes
school staff, parents and children or other students coming from abroad to attend school in
Ireland. Restricting your movements means staying indoors in one location and avoiding contact
with other people and social situations as much as possible. Government policy, which is based on
official public health advice, continues to advise against non-essential travel overseas for
everyone.
Pupils should not attend school if displaying any symptoms of Covid-19.

Structure
•

•
•
•
•
•

All children who return to school shall operate within a class bubble system.
(A bubble constitutes one classroom of pupils) Each class bubble will operate entirely
independently of the other class bubbles whilst in the school building.
Each class will be assigned an entry / exit door and stairwell within the school to minimise overlap of classes to the best of our abilities
The day will include 2 x 30 minute breaks from schoolwork (15 mins for handwashing / toilet /
eating of lunch and 15 mins of yard time)
Pupils will have staggered lunch yard times and each class level will be assigned an area for play.
Within each class from 3rd to 6th, the children will be further divided into pods (groups), with an
effort to maintain a minimum distance of 1 metre between pods.
Hand sanitiser will be available at all classroom entry points and in all support rooms.
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Logistics
Arrival at school
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All pupils should aim to arrive at the school between 8:40am-9:00am
Parents may drop their children inside the school gates and go.
Pupils will no longer congregate in the front yard.
Pupils will go directly from drop off to their classrooms via designated access doors A/B/C
between 8:40-9:00am
Pupils will be supervised by a teacher in their classrooms.
School still starts at 8:50a.m. (news, language, math games etc.), with formal instruction
commencing at 9:00a.m.
Please do not arrive at school before 8:40. We do not want pupils / parents congregating on site
if at all possible
Junior Infants parents can access the Junior Play yard in the morning and drop their child at the
school door.

Basketball Courts

ASTRO

C

B

A

GAELSCOIL AN CHUILINN

JUNIOR YARD

ENTRANCE A

ENTRANCE B

ENTRANCE C

JUNIOR INFANTS -MICHELLE
JUNIOR INFANTS & SENIOR INFANTS -FÍONA
RANG A 5 RUADHÁN
RANG A 6 SHANNON
SENIOR INFANTS (SARAH)
RANG A 1 REBECCA
RANG A 1 BLÁTHNA
RANG A 2 AISLING
RANG A 2/3 REBECCA U
RANG A 3 SEONA
RANG A 4 NIALL
RANG A 4 CAITRÍONA
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End of the School Day
•
•

Adults, who are collecting their children from school at the end of the day, should convene in a
socially distant manner at the designated times / points below.
Pupils accessing bus / walking home/ collecting siblings must have release forms signed by
parents in advance.

Rang / Class

Am / Time

DOORS

1:30p.m.

PARENT COLLECTION ZONE
Zón / Zone
Junior Yard

JUNIOR INFANTS MICHELLE
JUNIOR INFANTS &
SENIOR INFANTS FÍONA
SENIOR INFANTS
(SARAH)

1:30P.M.

BLUE ZONE

B

Rang a 1
Rang a 2
Rang a 3
Rang a 4
Rang a 5 /6

2:20p.m.
2:20p.m.
2:30p.m.
2:30p.m.
2:30p.m.

BLUE ZONE
ORANGE ZONE
BLUE ZONE
ORANGE ZONE
WHITE ZONE

B
C
C
B
A

Basketball Courts

A

ASTRO

GAELSCOIL AN CHUILINN
A

B

C

ORANGE ZONE

ORANGE ZONE

JUNIOR YARD
BLUE ZONE

WHITE ZONE
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Collection of Children during the School Day
If an adult has to collect a child during the course of the school day, the following arrangements will
apply
• When the adult arrives at the school, they should either phone the office or access the school
reception area
• The child will be brought from their class to the adult by a member of staff
• The adult who is collecting will be asked to sign the child out in reception
• No adult should enter the school building, unless invited to do so
• Parent must wear a mask inside the school building

Communicating With Staff
•
•
•

Messages for teachers can be sent by email, class dojo or by phoning the school office.
One-to-one meetings with teachers or the Principal will be conducted by telephone
It’s essential that all parents have the Aladdin App installed on their mobile phones and have
provided up-to-date phone numbers and e-mail addresses to the school.

Homework
There will be no homework for the first few weeks after we return. We envisage homework being
set online for the first term of school. This is to avoid books coming and going from home to school
etc. And also, further developing the teachers’ proficiency in setting online work and pupils’
proficiency in completing online homework means we will be better prepared to continue learning
remotely should the school need to shut due to an out-break of Covid-19 locally or nationally.

Infection Response: School Site Preparation for Return
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The school has had a deep-clean over the closure.
Classrooms have been sanitized, re-painted and floors re-sealed.
We are fortunate that our classrooms are generously-sized and that each room contains two
toilets. These toilets have soap dispensers and warm water for regular hand-washing
routines.
All classrooms have been fitted with a classroom hand-sanitizer dispenser and a paper-towel
dispenser and bins.
The school access points and corridors have been fitted with hand-sanitizer dispensers
The school has COVID-19 signage to instruct/guide staff, pupils and visitors.
Each classroom has a cleaning pack which contains disinfectant spray, wipes, face-masks,
gloves and air-disinfectant.
We have increased our cleaning schedule by 2 hours per day to include a more intensive
daily clean routine of the classrooms.
We have invested in a ‘sanitizing-machine’ to further sanitize classrooms weekly after
cleaning. (An electrical spray steriliser or ‘fogger’ is an aerosol generator that creates a
super-fine mist of disinfectant liquid. The benefit of using a fine mist against viruses and
bacteria is that it can attack them both in the air and on surfaces. The super-fine droplets can
also access hard-to-reach areas, providing a more thorough coverage of disinfectant)
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•
•
•
•

•

Teachers have been supplied with masks, visors and a screen on their desk. They will use
these supplies in the school building.
All staff will complete COVID induction training.
We have introduced social distancing measures in our staffroom, first aid room, office etc.
We will no longer be able to use the First Aid room for pupils to stay indoors whilst
recovering from injury. We will administer First Aid to pupils one at a time and then they
must return to their class group on the yard to ensure social distancing measures are met.
We now have an electronic ‘sign-in’ @ reception. This will gather information on visitors to
our site and also gather information on late-arriving pupils at school and pupils collected
early from school.

Dealing with a suspected case of Covid-19
Pupils should not attend school if displaying any symptoms of Covid-19. If a pupil displays symptoms
of Covid-19 while in the building, the following are the procedures will be implemented:
• Parents/guardians will be contacted immediately
• The child will be accompanied to the designated isolation area via the isolation route by a
member of staff. The staff member will remain at least 2 metres away from the symptomatic
child and will also make sure that others maintain a distance of at least 2 metres from the
symptomatic child at all times
• A mask will be provided for the child presenting with symptoms, if one is available. He/she
should wear the mask if in a common area with other people or while exiting the premises
• An assessment will be made as to whether the child who is displaying symptoms can
immediately be brought home by parents and call their doctor and continue self-isolation at
home
• Parents will need to make contingency plans for their child(ren) to ensure they are available for
collection if they are unwell or presenting with symptoms at school.
• The school will facilitate the child presenting with symptoms to remain in isolation, if they cannot
immediately go home, and will assist them by calling their GP.
• If they are too unwell to go home or advice is required, the school will contact 999 or 112 and
inform them that the sick child is a Covid-19 suspect.
• Arrangements will be made for appropriate cleaning of the isolation area and work areas
involved.
• The school will contact the HSE for guidance.
The HSE will inform any staff/parents who have come into close contact with a diagnosed case via
the contact tracing process. The HSE will contact all relevant persons where a diagnosis of COVID-19
is made. The instructions of the HSE should be followed.

Children who should not attend school
If your child is in one of the following categories, they should not attend school –
• Children displaying symptoms consistent with Covid-19
• Children who have been diagnosed with Covid-19
• Children who have been in close contact with a person who has been diagnosed with Covid-19
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•
•
•
•

Children who have a suspected case of Covid-19 and the outcome of the test is pending
Children who have been in contact with a person who has a suspected case of Covid-19 and the
outcome of the test is pending
Children with underlying health conditions who have been directed by a medical professional
not to attend school
Children who have returned home after travelling abroad and must self-isolate for a period of 14
days

Impact of a Suspected or Confirmed Case of Covid-19 in a Class
If the school is notified that a person in your child’s class has a suspected or confirmed case of Covid19
• Public health advice will be sought from the HSE and guidance will ensue.
• The parents of all children in the class will be notified

Supporting the Learning of Children who cannot attend school
Pupils who are at home for medical reasons and have supplied a letter from their consultant doctor
will be facilitated with remote learning. If a child is unable to attend school for an extended period of
time, the class teacher (and/or the learning support teacher, where relevant) will suggest activities
to support the child’s learning at home.

In the Classroom
Personal Equipment
•

•
•
•
•

In so far as possible, it is requested that children from 1st to 6th Class will bring their own pens,
pencils, colours, rubbers, etc., to school in their own pencil case to avoid the sharing of
equipment. This pencil case should stay in school.
It is further requested that all items have the child’s name on them for ease of identification.
For children in Junior and Senior Infants, the school will provide a pouch or container which will
hold each child’s pencils, crayons, etc., and which will be labelled with their name.
Pupils will be required to take home the leftover food /packaging in their lunchboxes.
Lunchboxes and drink bottles will need to be washed daily in detergent at home.

Shared Equipment
By necessity, some classroom equipment needs to be shared including tablets, laptops and the
equipment used for structured activities and play in Infant classrooms. Cleaning of such shared
equipment with wipes or other cleaning products will take place at regular intervals to minimise the
risk of the spread of infection.

Curriculum
The teachers shall revise some of last years’ work before progressing onto this years’ curriculum.
Lúnasa 2020

6

Plan for Re-opening of Gaelscoil an Chuilinn August 2020
We will mainly focus on Literacy and Numeracy and Physical Education upon return. There will also
be a large emphasis on Wellbeing through our SPHE content in all classes.

Learning Support
In keeping with our Special Education policy, learning support will be provided by a blended
approach of in-class support and withdrawal. The provision of support will be organised to ensure
our support teachers will work within the confines of a bubble.
• Where a support teacher is working alongside a class teacher in a classroom, both teachers must
be mindful of maintaining social distance from one another.
• Where children from 3rd to 6th Class receive support in one of the SET rooms, social distancing of
1 metre will be maintained between each child in the group.
• The tables and chairs in SET rooms will be wiped clean in between different groups attending

SNA’s
•

SNA’s will be asked to wear face-coverings whilst in school. SNA’s will sanitize hands once they
move from one classroom to the next. Movement will be kept to a minimum. Where an SNA is
working alongside a class teacher in a classroom, both teacher and SNA must be mindful of
maintaining social distance from one another. SNA’s will play a crucial supporting role in
ensuring that effective COVID-19 measures are met.

Breaks and Social Time
Yards
•
•
•

Each day will include 2 x 30 minute breaks from schoolwork (15 mins for handwashing / toilet
/ eating of lunch and 15 mins of yard time)
Pupils will have staggered lunch yard times and each class level will be assigned an area for
play.
Yards will be supervised by class teachers, learning support teachers and SNA’s working within
those bubbles.

PE
Where possible, PE should take place outdoors and use of equipment should be confined to the sets
that have been distributed to class groupings. The PE hall will not be used for PE lessons at this time;
all lessons will be conducted outside.

Extra-curricular Activities
The possibility of facilitating extra-curricular activities will be explored in time. However, it would not
be recommended that children from different bubbles would participate in extra-curricular activities
at the same time. Therefore after-school clubs run by the Gaelscoil are still suspended until further
notice.
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Teaching & Administrative Staff
PPE
Teachers have been supplied with masks, visors and a screen on their desk. They will use these
supplies in the school building.
Staff who are attending to particular care needs or who are administering first aid will wear
appropriate PPE including gloves and face masks.

Teacher Absence and Substitution
In the event that teacher is unable to attend school, every effort will be made to secure a substitute
teacher for the class. If a substitute teacher is not available, it is not appropriate for the class to be
divided into groups and accommodated in other classes. In such circumstances, it may not be
possible for the class to attend on that day. If that is the case, as much notice as possible will be
given to parents to keep their child(ren) at home.

Varying images of the measures being put in place by the school to encourage social distancing and
hand sanitizing on site.
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Parents supporting our Gaelscoil in
meeting the demands of Covid-19
Ensure that you know the symptoms of COVID19 (see poster below)
Take your child’s temperature in the morning
before school
Do not send your child to school if they have
symptoms
Have a contingency plan in place incase your
child is sent home
Please drop and go in the morning between
8:40 and 9:00 am.
Please avoid coming into the school building
unless absolutely necessary
If you access the school building, you must wear
a face covering
Most school business can be conducted by
phone 01-8262022 or by email runai@gsch.ie
with the exception of signing your child into the
building or on early collection
Please adhere to collection times
1:30pm (Nai Bh & Mhóra)
2:20pm (R1 & R2)
2:30pm (R3 /4/5/6)
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There are appointed external ground-marking
zones to encourage social distancing, please use
them (see list and images above)
Bus pupils will be released to the bus @
2:30p.m.
Please ensure that you have consented to
releasing your child to the bus by completing
the appropriate consent form
If your child is walking or cycling or collecting a
sibling, please ensure you have consented by
completing the required consent form
Please walk or cycle to school if possible

If you are parking onsite for collection, please
park appropriately on site

Do not park in the bus parking zone or in the
disabled parking bays without a valid disk and
disabled person in attendance
If you have travelled outside of Ireland or plan
to, please adhere strictly to the 14-day
quarantine rules
If your child is in a high-risk health category,
please contact the school for guidance
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Please wash your child’s lunchbox and bottle in
detergent daily
Uniforms are identified as being a low-risk
transmission of the virus.
However, you may alternate between formal
and sports uniform each day if that makes you
more comfortable.

Míle buíochas as ucht tacú linn. J
These measures will help keep our
Gaelscoil open through this pandemic.
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